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THE ARTIST: Will you have any use for British goods when India is
free?

G. Yes, we shall still want what you export, with one
exception. We shall want everything except cotton goods. Those
we must make ourselves.

H. N. B. A considerable part of our exports consists of machinery. Will
you have use for that?

G. Certainly. Why, I use machinery myself for making
soap and I imported it from England. It is only the devoted
few who can live the simple life without machinery. The
masses will never do without it. All the same., it is possible to do
without it. Most of the things that we were taught to consider
necessary are not necessary at all. Take soap, now. I've used one
cake of soap for three months, and it isn't nearly finished yet. It
is not really necessary to keep the body nice, though I used to
think so myself, and used it lavishly when I was a young man.
Civilization, a cultured life with a place in it for literature and the
arts, is possible without the artificial wants the machinery has
created. But I don't deceive myself: I know that the masses will
never lead such a life. It is for the few.

It's amazing how these absurd artificial wants swell the
volume of trade. I've learnt that from the boycott. Who would
have thought that toys and Chinese fireworks mattered? Yet you
export vast quantities of such things into India. We have learned
in these months the tremendous power of the boycott; indeed,
we are only just beginning to realize it fully now. When I start-
ed it I was thinking only of cloth, but all manner of little trades
are involved as well, even perfumes. I'm sorry for all the little
people who were hurt by it, though I don't care so much about
the big combines in Lancashire.

H N B Yes, the boycott had a great effect. If you go back, the British
attitude towards Indian self-government seems almost Incredible.

G. Yes, you have advanced. But you are not yet ready to give
us freedom. It won't be this time. India will have to wait some
months longer. I don't expect anything from this Conference. I
came because I gave Lord Irwin my promise to attend it and
discuss everything.

THE ARTIST*    You don't suppose we'll go till you send us away.1

1 The remark was occasioned by Muriel Lester reminding Gandhiji that
several Indian callers were waiting to see him.